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Steve Komar 2-03-2009
Calvary Cemetery

2324 East Main St.

Waterbury Ct. 06705

House Bill # 5138

Good afternoon ladies and gentleman, I thank you for the opportunity to speak today. My
name is Steve Komar. I am the Manager of Calvary, New St. Joseph, and O1d St. Joseph
Cemetery in Waterbury, along with St. James and St. Francis Cemetery in Naugatuck. All
are under the direction, of the Catholic Cemeteries Association of Hartford. Based onmy -
almost 15 years of experience as a cemetery manager, I would like to make a few
statements of fact, and ask a few pertinent questions of this representative body. The
answers to these questions, in my opinion must be reviewed before any pronouncement
can be made in regards to House Bill # 5138.

Facts:

1. All American flags are not created equal. Some flags are plastic, nylon, cotton, or
a combined material, which greatly effects the time a flag, will hold up against the
elements.

2. Flags placed by organizations are generally not placed in flag holders, but placed
directly in the ground. Flags placed only a few inches in the ground will have a
tendency to fall over in a rain or windstorm.

3. Organizations that now place flags, only do so once or twice a year, but do not
maintain them. It falls to the individual cemetery to remove fallen or disrespectiul
flags, during the rest of the year. :

4. Current Ct. law prevents the removal of flags and flag holders from the cemetery.

‘ A flag placed by an organization, is virtually indistinguishable from a flag placed
by a veterans family member.

Questions:

1. The purposed bill would allow the placement of flags on graves of veterans from
Seven (7) days prior to Memorial Day until the Monday after July 4%,

2. Who will maintain them during this period, and what is to happen to them after
July 4™? '

3. Ifthese flags are to be picked up, who is responsible to do so, and how will they
‘be able to tell a flag placed by an organization, from one placed by a family
member? To pick up private flags would cause a negative response to cemetery
and state offices. _

4. To leave 1,000’s of flags on these graves, would create a hardship, and make it
almost impossible for the cemetery to give the veterans graves and surrounding
area the proper care and respect that they deserve.

5. How do you propose that we complete this task?



Proposed Solution:

In April of 1963, due to the increasing number of graves that needed to be decorated,
nine (9) veterans’ organizations voted an accepted, to follow in the footsteps of Arlington
National Cemetery. The vote allowed, that in lieu of flags and flowers a memorial and
flagpole would be placed in Catholic Cemeteries to honor veterans year round. At this
time Catholic Cemeteries has many memorials, with flagpoles through the association.
We believe it would be best if veteran’s organizations, meet with individual cemeteries in
- regards to placing a permanent memorial and flagpole, within the cemetery to honor
veterans, as Catholic Cemeteries has done. As the cost of a single flag is around
$ 2.79 each, and will not weather very long. These funds could be placed towards a

permanent monument.
In Conclusion:

Current Conn. law more than covers the right to have families place markers, flags and
flag holders on graves of their loved ones, of which they do on a daily basis. This right is
not even afforded to family members, with loved ones interred in Arlington National
Cemetery, our most prestigious veterans cemetery, were flags are allowed for Memorial
Day only, and then are removed. By utilizing the above method to honor our veterans.
Organizations would not incur the cost of purchasing individuals flags for our veterans.
Tt would also relieve the maintenance hardship, which would be placed on all cemeteries,
if thousands of flags were to be placed on all veterans’ graves.

Vian

Steve Komar
Reference:
1. Aslington National Cemetery .org
2. Waterbury Republican Newspaper

Tuesday April 2,1963
Local and Northwest Edition
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CEREMONIES

4(.' "FLAGS-IN"

Each year for the past 40 years, the 3rd U.S. Infaﬁty (The Oid Guard) has honored America's fallen heroes by
placing American flags before the gravestones and niches of service members buried at both Arfington National
Cemetsty and the U.S. Soldier’s and Airmen's Mome National Cemetery just priar to Memotiat Day weokend.

This tradition, known as "flags in," has been conducted annually since The
Old Guard was designated as the Army's official ceremonial unit in 1948.
Every available soldier in the 3rd U.S. Infantry participates, placing small
American fiags one foot in front and centered before each grave marker.

During an approximately three-hour period, the soldiers place flags in front of
more than 260,000 gravestones and about 7,300 niches at the cemetery's:
columbarium. Another 43,500 fiags are piaced at the Soldier's and Airmen's
Cemetery. As part of this yearly memoriat activity, Old Guard soldiers remain
in the cemetery throughout the weekend, ensuring that a flag remains at each
gravestone.

American flags are also placed atthe graves of each of the four unknown

. gervice men interred at the Tomb of the Unknowns, by the Tomb Sentinels.
All flags are removed after Memorial Day before each cametery is opened to
the public.

IMap| |Visitor Information| I-Funerailnforma’t.ion| [ceremonies| |Historical Information|
|Photo Gallery| |Links| |site Map} [Contact Us| |Fair inventory] |Disclaimers|

http://www.arliﬂgtoncemetery.org/ceremonies/ﬂagsin.html 1/31/2009
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" A GUIDE TO BURIAL AT ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY

AFTER THE TIME OF NEED
Locating a Gravesite or Niche

I ~eda

To locate the gravesite or niche in the Columbarium of a relative or friend, you may telephone or visit the custom
gervice desk in the Visitors' Center. The telephone number is {703) 607-8000. Except for Christmas Day, the Vis
Center Is open every day of the year, The hours open to the public are 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Aprit 1 through
September 30 and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Octobet 1 through March 31. _

Gravesife Main'tenance after Interment

Graves are filed and leveled after each interment. As the soil oompa&s in the grave, sinkage may oteur especie
during the first year after the interment. Graves are sodded in the Spring or in the Fall (generally during the mont
March through May and September through November).

Vehicle Passes for Gravesite Visitation

Permanent Pass — A permanent pass is issued to the next-of-kin at the fime of the interment. Addiional permar
passes are availabie for the parents and chiidren of the deceased. An application for & permanent pass is availa
the Administration Building or you may write for an application to: Superintendent, Adington National Cemetery,
ATTN: ANNC-AIY, Arlington, VA 22211. :

Temporary Pass - A temporary pass may be issued to family and friends of the deceased. You may requesta
temporary pass upon your visit to Artington Nationa! Cemetery. The pass is good for one visit only put addiionsd
passes may be requested upon each visit. To reguest a pass you should ge to the Customer Sewice Desklocat
the Visitors' Center, The staff will lssue you a temporary pass and will provide you with the grave focation end a i
to tha gravesite. To access the Visitors' Center, you shouid park in the pay parking faciiity. Take your parking
stubficket with you to the Customer Service Desk. The staff will validate your stubvticket if you make the request

within 172 hour of the time stampad on the stubRicket.

Fioral Tributes at Gravesites

£resh cut flowers may be placed on graves at any ime.

Artificial flowers may be placed on graves Qctaber 10th through Aprit 15th,

Planting of flowers, shrubs, etc. is prohibited, |

Potted plants are permitted during the period 10 déys before and 10 days afier Easter,
Christmas wréaﬂls are pemitted during the Christmas season.

Floral itéms will be removed from the graves as soon as they become faded and unsightly,

Statues, vigil lights, fiags, etc. and any type of commemorative items are not permitted on graves except for flag:
'* placed on the graves by the government.

hﬁp:/lwww.aﬂiﬁgtoncemetery.org/ﬁmeralminformaﬁonl guide.afterneed html 1/31/2009



